SESSION |
FORGIVENESS:

A RADICAL POSSIBILITY FOR A GREAT HUMAN NEED

Exploring why every vision of human identity points toward our need for redemption.

Reading

® Introduction
® Chapter 1: Forgiveness as a Radical Possibility for a Great Human Need.

Watch the Video By
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Opening Question

When you hear the word "forgiveness," what is your gut reaction? Relief? Resistance? Fear?
Curiosity?

Key Idea

How we understand who we are shapes how we think about forgiveness. If we see
ourselves as just biological beings, then ideas like guilt and forgiveness can feel
insignificant. If we see life mainly in terms of power, forgiveness can seem like weakness.
And in a fragmented, digital world, forgiveness often feels rare or unnecessary.

But the Christian view offers something different: that we are made in the image of God,
with inherent value and dignity. This means that harm truly matters - but so does the
possibility of redemption. Our deep longing for second chances points to something real,
and forgiveness becomes not just an idea, but a meaningful and necessary part of being
human.




Reflection & Discussion

® Which view of identity do you see most around you - people as biological, driven by
power, or something more? How does that shape how we think about forgiveness?

® Have you ever experienced forgiveness being used as a power play - either withheld
or demanded? What did that feel like?

® Why do you think we’re so drawn to stories of redemption (in films, sports, or real
life)?

® What difference would it make to your daily life if you truly believed you are made
in the image of God?

Going Deeper (optional)

Chapter 1 explores why humans long for redemption and how different views of identity
shape our understanding of forgiveness. Reflect on the idea of Imago Dei (Genesis 1:27) —
what it means to be made in the image of God, and why this gives both victim and
perpetrator inherent worth.

Prayer

Lord, we confess that we do not always know what we are. We have reduced ourselves
to biochemistry, to power, to performance. But you have made us in your image -
sacred, beloved, accountable, and redeemable. Give us the courage to believe that. Give

us the humility to receive your forgiveness. And give us the grace to begin extending it to
others. Amen.




