
Chapter 2: Forgiveness as a Welcome Challenge to a Punitive World 
Reading

Think of a recent moment when you witnessed cancel culture, online shaming, or public
outrage. What was your reaction? Did it feel like justice?

Opening Question

We live in a culture that takes harm seriously but has lost any coherent story for how a
person who has done wrong can atone, make amends, and begin again. Modern thinking
has increasingly shaped identity around power and grievance, where individuals and
groups are defined by their experience of oppression. In this world, forgiveness feels
dangerous, it appears to loosen grievance, and grievance has become power.

But this is not only a problem on one side. Cancel culture and identity politics on the left,
and cruelty culture and reactionary nationalism on the right, are mirror images of the
same problem. Both operate through outrage. Both are allergic to humility. And neither
has space for redemption.

The Christian vision offers something genuinely different. It does not minimise harm - it
intensifies its significance, insisting that wrongdoing fractures something sacred. But it
refuses to let punishment have the final word. At the cross, justice is not ignored but
fulfilled. The price for harm is actually paid. Forgiveness becomes possible not because
harm was small, but because the cost was carried by Christ.

Key Idea

Watch the Video

SESSION 2
FORGIVENESS: 

Exploring how justice and mercy meet in a world addicted to outrage

A CHALLENGE TO A PUNITIVE WORLD



Have you ever felt that forgiving someone would mean letting them off
the hook? Where does that instinct come from?

Have you seen or experienced situations where someone was publicly
judged or excluded? What impact did it have?

What do you think is the difference between justice and revenge?

What might it look like in real life to hold both justice and mercy
together?

Reflection & Discussion

As you read Chapter 3, consider how the cross brings justice and mercy together, making
forgiveness possible.

Why do you think both punitive culture and cruelty culture struggle to offer redemption?

Reflect on how the cross does not ignore harm, but fulfils it.

Going Deeper (optional)

Lord, we live in a world full of real harm and real injustice. We confess that we
sometimes mistake outrage for justice, and punishment for healing. Give us the courage
to take harm seriously without becoming captive to vengeance. Help us to believe that
justice belongs to you - and that because it does, we can be free. Amen.

Prayer


